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Resolutions of the Future Melbourne Committee meeting held on Tuesday 17 February 2026
Agenda item 6.1

Planning Permit Application TP-2024-902 - 118 Bellair Street, Kensington 

Resolved:

1. That the Future Melbourne Committee resolves to:
1.1. Issue a Notice of Decision to Grant a Planning Permit subject to the conditions in the planning report (refer to Attachment 3 – Planning Report).
Agenda item 6.2
Amendment C444melb: Parkville Heritage - Post Exhibition 

Resolved:

1. That the Future Melbourne Committee resolves to:

1.1. Consider the submissions received following the exhibition of Melbourne Planning Scheme Amendment C444: Parkville Heritage (refer Attachment 2 of the report from management).

1.2. Endorse the recommended changes to the Amendment and Management Response to individual submissions received in relation to Amendment C444 (refer Attachment 1 of the report from management).
1.3. Requests the Minister for Planning appoint an independent planning panel to consider submissions referred to it in relation to Amendment C444 in accordance with section 23 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987.

Agenda item 6.3

City of Melbourne Heritage Strategy 2026: Stories of People and Place
Resolved:
Motion 1:

1. That the Future Melbourne Committee resolves to prioritise “action 2.6” in the City of Melbourne Heritage Strategy 2026: Stories of People and Place, as the key work item for FY2026/27 and request that Management report progress back to Councillors.
Motion 2:
1. That the Future Melbourne Committee resolves to:

1.1. Adopt the City of Melbourne Heritage Strategy 2026: Stories of people and place (Attachment 1 of the report from management) and 

1.1.1. Add a new action 1.6, "Implement coordinated strategic oversight and stewardship of all City of Melbourne heritage places and activities by ensuring clear governance, expertise, and integrated processes across Council’s planning, design, management and capital works functions." on page 42 of the strategy, with Council's role defined as 'Deliver, Partner and Advocate' and the implementation timeframe to be 'Ongoing'

1.1.2. Authorise the General Manager, Planning and Climate Change to make minor editorial changes to City of Melbourne Heritage Strategy 2026: Stories of people and place prior to publication.

1.1.3. Direct the final strategy be annexed to the minutes.
Agenda item 6.4
Melbourne Cleaning and Graffiti Management Outcomes and Next Steps
Resolved:

1. That the Future Melbourne Committee resolves to:

1.1. Note the success of partnerships and working groups established to improve graffiti management, which will continue to operate within the municipality. 

1.2. Acknowledge the complexities and challenges following successful trials to establish Memorandums of Understanding (MOUs) with private third-party asset holders and State Government agencies. 

1.3. Acknowledge the new agreement with the Department of Justice and Community Safety (DJCS), which prioritises graffiti offenders to complete their corrections orders within the municipality of Melbourne under DJCS supervision. 

1.4. Note the publication of new Graffiti Management FAQs and guidelines for preparing Victim Impact Statements on Council’s website.

1.5. Requests management to continue to strengthen engagement with major asset owners, businesses and resident associations to improve coordination, information-sharing and cost recovery in relation to graffiti removal across the municipality.  

1.6. Investigate innovative funding mechanisms to strengthen resourcing for enhanced cleaning and graffiti removal within targeted precincts across the municipality.  

1.7. Report to Councillors the outcomes in those proceedings in which Council has been involved in providing Victim Impact Statements on a quarterly basis.  

1.8. Report to Councillors by 21 April on high-cost graffiti or vandalism cleaning jobs that may be suitable for civil proceedings.  
Agenda item 6.5

Post travel report - Mission to India November 2025
Resolved:

1. That Future Melbourne Committee resolves to:

1.1. Note the benefits and outcomes of the Mission to India 2025 (refer to Attachment 2 of the report from management).
Agenda item 6.6

Post travel report by Lord Mayor Nicholas Reece, C40 World Mayors Summit and COP30 Bloomberg Philanthropies Local Leaders Forum, November 2025
Resolved:

1. That the Future Melbourne Committee resolves to:

1.1. Note the outcomes and benefits of the 2025 C40 World Mayors Summit and COP30 Bloomberg Philanthropies Local Leaders Forum.

1.2. Note that the cost to City of Melbourne associated with the Lord Mayor’s participation was $1915 and approves coverage of the variance amount of $765.
Agenda item 7.1
Notice of Motion, Deputy Lord Mayor Roshena Campbell: Fairer Melbourne – Better Early Years 
Resolved:

1. That the Future Melbourne Committee:

1.1. Notes that local councils play a significant role in improving community health and wellbeing and that the role is recognised through the Victorian Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008.

1.2. Notes Council’s existing commitments in the Council Plan 2025–2029 to a healthy, fair and inclusive city including to:

1.2.1. all people in the City of Melbourne deserve the right to the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health and to strengthening their health and wellbeing so they can thrive through all stages of life;

1.2.2. health equity and delivery of strong health outcomes regardless of an individual’s financial position;

1.2.3. increasing access to family violence support and prevention initiatives;

1.2.4. increasing access to nutritious and affordable food; and supporting culturally and linguistically diverse communities.

1.3. Recognises that:

1.3.1. local government plays a key role in delivering and coordinating universal and targeted services for children and families, including immunisation, maternal and child health, parenting services (such as playgroups), early childhood education through children’s centres, libraries, community hubs and family violence support and prevention services;

1.3.2. early childhood development from birth to 8 years but particularly 0-5 years is critical for lifelong physical and mental wellbeing and learning;

1.3.3. approximately 22% of children start school developmentally vulnerable in Victoria and the rate is even higher at 24% in the City of Melbourne;

1.3.4. early literacy and language development strongly influences educational, social and economic outcomes; and

1.3.5. families from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds, those experiencing family violence and households on low income may face additional barriers to attaining strong early years development outcomes.

1.4. Requests the Chief Executive Officer undertake a review, including by reference to best international models, to be reported to Councillors within 2 months (for the purpose of informing the next Annual Plan and Budget) addressing how the City of Melbourne can:

1.4.1. improve early years literacy outcomes through existing services such as maternal and child health services, parenting services (such as Access to Early Learning and Playgroups), early childhood education, and libraries;

1.4.2. increase levels of physical activity in the early years;

1.4.3. increase access to family violence support and prevention programs through Family and Children’s Services, or other council assets and resources;

1.4.4. increase access to nutritious and affordable food through Family and Children’s Services (including maternal and child health services) or other council assets and resources;

1.4.5. explore resources, partnerships, innovative diagnostic tools and pathways to the provision of timely access to early years interventions for children with developmental delays including considering provision at maternal and child health centres; and

1.4.6. increase support for families to empower them with knowledge and resources (for example nutritious food, books, play based learning toys) to deliver a family-centred approach to improved developmental outcomes.

1.5. Requests that the review includes a summary of:

1.5.1. current City of Melbourne, State Government and not-for-profit programs that address the outcomes in paragraph 4, participation patterns, identified gaps and areas for improvement; and

1.5.2. touch points that the City of Melbourne has with children 0-5 years old (e.g. Immunisation services, library story time, playgroups) and a desktop review of the touch points that other local governments domestically and internationally have that may influence the outcomes in paragraph 4.
1.6. Requests that the review considers how equality of access can be embedded within Council’s strategic frameworks.
Agenda item 7.2
Notice of Motion, Cr Philip Le Liu: Supporting the 40th anniversary of the 2026 Melbourne Writers Festival
Resolved:

1. That the Future Melbourne Committee:

1.1. Acknowledges that Australia’s literary and festival sector is facing ongoing financial and delivery pressures, with rising operating costs and changing sponsorship and philanthropic support placing strain on major cultural events and institutions across the country.

1.2. Notes the recent cancellation of Adelaide Writers’ Week and the adverse impact on the literary community and recognises that the 2026 Melbourne Writers’ Festival presents a timely opportunity to promote and celebrate creative writing.

1.3. Affirms Council’s support for Melbourne’s literary ecosystem, including writers, readers, libraries, bookshops, publishers, schools, community groups, and festivals, recognising their contribution to Melbourne’s liveability, education, cultural participation, and night-time economy.

1.4. Notes the upcoming 40th anniversary of the Melbourne Writers’ Festival in May 2026 as a timely opportunity to showcase Melbourne’s identity as a City of Literature through a visible and inclusive program of city-wide activations.

1.5. Requests management to allocate $20,000 towards the use of Melbourne Town Hall facilities for a special 40th birthday celebration event delivered as part of the 2026 Melbourne Writers’ Festival.

1.6. Requests management to support the festival’s major milestone through in-kind support, including visible promotion of the festival across the city, as determined by management
1.7. Given that future Melbourne Writers’ Festivals will suffer without Writers Victoria, Australian Poetry and Express Media, especially their support for early and mid-career writers, editors and poets, asks the CEO to write to the Victorian Premier and Minister for Creative Industries urging the restoration of multi-year state funding to these organisations, which, if withdrawn, would make Victoria the only mainland state in Australia without a state-funded peak body supporting writers.

Agenda item 7.3

Notice of Motion, Lord Mayor Nicholas Reece: Commonwealth Defence Estate Divestment Opportunities (Southbank and Carlton)
Resolved:

1. That the Future Melbourne Committee:

1.1. Requests management to:

1.1.1. Develop options for the potential future uses of the Victoria Barracks Melbourne site (5.7 hectares), Repatriation Clinic – 310 St Kilda Rd (0.17 hectares) and the Carlton Training Depot (0.26 hectares) should they become available for acquisition or partnership opportunities, including: opportunities for community infrastructure, potential to enhance open space and public realm, opportunities for heritage-led adaptive reuse, alignment with Council’s draft Community Infrastructure Plan and long-term precinct planning.

1.1.2. Provide advice on the land use and built form controls that should apply to the identified Defence Estate sites once they are no longer owned or used by the Commonwealth for Defence purposes.

1.1.3. Prepare an initial assessment of the potential community, economic, cultural, environmental and civic benefits that could be realised should the Victoria Barracks Melbourne site, Repatriation Clinic – 310 St Kilda Rd and the Carlton Training Depot become available, including identifying gaps in community infrastructure across the St Kilda Road–Southbank–Domain Precinct and the Carlton Precinct; and

1.1.4. Report back to Councillors:

1.1.4.1. On the role of City of Melbourne and its partnership with the Commonwealth Government throughout the Defence Estate divestment process, including anticipated timeline.

1.1.4.2. With findings and recommended next steps within six months, or earlier should new information become available.

1.2. Notes the draft Community Infrastructure Plan, which identifies the Victoria Barracks Melbourne site as a significant longer-term opportunity should it become available, with potential to deliver much needed community infrastructure and expanded open space consistent with the City of Melbourne’s Open Space Strategy (2024). The Open Space Strategy highlights the site (or the VCA site) as a priority location for a 1–3-hectare neighbourhood open space offering play areas, informal courts, exercise equipment and barbeques.

1.3. Notes Council undertook preliminary work to understand the feasibility of acquiring 310 St Kilda Road after being approached by ANVAM and the Department of Defence in April 2021. At the Council meeting on 26 October 2021, Councillors resolved not to proceed with the purchase because no State or Federal funding commitments were available to meet the significant site remediation costs estimated around $21 million and ongoing management costs. Without this external support, the acquisition posed an unacceptable financial risk for Council.

1.4. Requests the Lord Mayor write to the Minister for Defence, the Minister for Finance, the Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local Government, the Minister for Housing, the State Minister for Planning, and the Members for Melbourne and Macnamara, expressing Council’s interest in working collaboratively with both the Commonwealth and Victorian Governments on future planning for the identified Defence Estate assets to ensure any future use reflects the needs of the City of Melbourne community. 

Agenda item 7.4

Petition: Residents opposition to Hawke St greening concepts
Resolved:

1. That the Future Melbourne Committee resolves:
1.1. To receive and note: 

1.1.1. The hard copy petition received on 12 February 2026 from the Hawke Street Residents “opposing Council’s Hawke Street greening concept”

1.1.2. The online petition created on 30 January 2026 to “Have Melbourne City Council green Hawke Street's South Side”

1.2. To refer the petitions to the General Manager Infrastructure and Amenity

1.3. That the first named signatory to the petitions will receive a written response in due course advising of Council's action in response to the request.
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